
Description
This half-day symposium will present findings from recent empirical studies that 
examined the most effective ways of addressing three possible threats to informed 
consent in mental health research: 

- Compromised cognitive capacity to make decisions pertaining to research 
participation; 

- the so-called “therapeutic misconception,” in which patients mistake 
clinical research for individually-tailored therapy; and 

- the manner in which information is communicated to potential 
participants.

The symposium will consist of keynote talks by leading researchers in mental 
health research ethics, responses by leading experts in culture competence and 
mental health consumerism, and discussion with participants.

Objectives

Schedule
8:00 am Introductions: James DuBois and Charles Lidz

8:15 
Assessing Decision-making Capacity in Mental Health Research: Challenges and Best Practices 
Paul Appelbaum

9:15 Coffee break

9:30
The Therapeutic Misconception: Addressing Participant Perceptions of the Goals of Research 
Charles Lidz

10:30 
Enhancing Participants’ Understanding of Study Information
William Carpenter, Jr.

11:30 Coffee break

11:45 Responses and Panel Discussion
Respondents: 
         •  Consumer Perspectives on Informed Consent to Research, Jean Campbell  
         •  Designing Cultural Competent Research on Informed Consent, Vetta Sanders-Thompson
Panel discussion:  Plenary speakers and respondents will engage in discussion with the conference    

participants and each other.

12:45  Distribution of program evaluation forms

1:00 pm Adjournment
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INFORMED CONSENT: 
Assessing Decision-making Capacity and Enhancing Understanding

• Identify best practices for assessing decisional capacity in mental health research.

• Describe ways that participants develop the “therapeutic misconception” (mistaking research for individualized therapy)  
 and how to address this.

• Evaluate ways of enhancing decisional capacity in mental health research.

Speakers
Paul Appelbaum, MD, Professor of Psychiatry and Director of the Division 
of Psychiatry, Law and Ethics, Columbia University College of Physicians and 
Surgeons

Jean Campbell, PhD, Research Associate Professor and Director of the 
Program in Consumer Studies and Training, Missouri Institute of Mental Health

William Carpenter, Jr., MD, Professor of Psychiatry and Pharmacology, 
University of Maryland School of Medicine

Charles Lidz, PhD, Research Professor of Psychiatry and Director of the Center 
for Mental Health Services Research, University of Massachusetts Medical School

Vetta Sanders-Thompson, PhD, Associate Professor of Community Health in 
Behavioral Science and Health Education, Saint Louis University

This program is designed for 
Physicians, Nurses, Psychologists, 
Social Workers and others who work 
in mental health research.  Those who 
interface with mental health clients 
during the recruitment phase will find 
this to be vital information.  It will 
help you to communicate with clients, 
obtain informed consent properly 
and ethically, and help to increase 
client compliance with the research 
parameters. 

Designed for



General Information   Planning Committee

 Please check one:   
      Conference only (free to attend)                               Conference and CME/CEU Credits ($25.00 fee applies)                          
                                          

 

NAME* EMPLOYER

HOME ADDRESS* WORK ADDRESS

CITY* CITY

STATE*                                            ZIP* STATE                                          ZIP

DAYTIME PHONE (     ) PROFESSION 

E-MAIL ADDRESS DEGREE

#08023Informed Consent: Assessing Decision-making Capacity and Enhancing Understanding

*Required for Continuing Education Credit

   Check enclosed payable to: Missouri Institute of Mental Health
      Visa        MasterCard
      Credit Card#_____________________________
     Expires  ______  Signature ______________________
    Name on Card ________________________________
 Bill my employer (P.O. enclosed)

Mail to: 
Missouri Institute of Mental Health [IC]
5400 Arsenal Street
St. Louis, MO 63139
Or fax registration: 314.877.6428
Or register online at: www.mimhtraining.com

If you do not cancel five business days before conference, your employer will be billed for the full program fee.

Office only: Date recʼd             CK#         AMT                                          CERT                                                           PO# 

Registration
Registration for this program is free. However, there is a $25 fee for 
CEU/CME credit.  A written confirmation will be sent to you once 
your registration has been processed. Sorry, no refunds.

Accreditations
The Office of Continuing Education, School of Medicine, University 
of Missouri-Columbia is accredited by the Accreditation Council 
for Continuing Medical Education (ACCME) to provide continuing 
medical education for physicians.

The Office of Continuing Education, School of Medicine, University 
of Missouri-Columbia designates this educational activity for a 
maximum of  4.0 AMA PRA Category 1 Credit(s)™. Physicians 
should only claim credit commensurate with the extent of their 
participation in the activity.

The University of Missouri-Columbia, Missouri Institute of Mental 
Health will be responsible for this program and maintain a record 
of your continuing education credits earned.  The Missouri Institute 
of Mental Health will award 4.25 clock hours or 5 contact hours    
(.5 CEUs) for this activity.

Register Several Ways
 Mail with payment information to:  Missouri Institute of
     Mental Health, 5400 Arsenal, St. Louis, MO  63139

 Or Fax form: 314.877.6428

 Or on-line: www.mimhtraining.com

Phone for general questions:  314.877.6419

James M. DuBois, PhD, DSc, Conference Chair, Hubert Mäder 
Professor and Department Chair, Department of Health Care 
Ethics, Saint Louis University

William Carpenter, Jr., MD, see speakers

Laura Lee Hall, PhD, Manager of Scientific Affairs, 
Medicalliance

John Kretschmann, MA, Director of the Continuing Education 
Unit, University of Missouri, Missouri Institute of Mental Health

Charles Lidz, PhD, see speakers

Laura Roberts, MD, Charles E. Kubly Professor of Psychiatry 
& Behavioral Medicine, Professor of Bioethics, and Chair of the 
Department of Psychiatry, Medical College of Wisconsin 

Space is limited, register early. 

Registration Form


