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completed sumde This tragic Ioss
‘would forever alter her path. Her
-+ desire to make meaning from his
death would crystallize her future.
Iris returned to school at Emory
. University and received her mas-
terds degree in
ognlzed the overwhelming need for assistance and
support after a death by suicide. Requests for help
from local ministers, therapists, and teachers were
answered by the creation of SOS (Survivors of Sui-
cide) support groups. These groups have become the
model for similar programs throughout the nation.
The founding of a local chapter of Compassionate
Friends and a program to provide immediate support
through home visits to bereaved families broadened
the network of services to grieving families. In 1983,
Iris Bolton published her book, My Son, My Son, es-
tablishing herself as a pioneer in the field of suicide
prevention and aftercare.

James T. Clemons, PH.D.

Dr. Clemons is Professor
Emeritus of Wesley Theological
Seminary and retired clergyman
of the United Methodist Church.
In 1997, he founded the Organi-
zation for Attempters and Survi-
vors of Suicide in Interfaith Ser-
vices (OASSIS).
He is the author of What Does
the Bible Say About Suicide,
and over 20 articles on suicide from religious per-
spectives. He has edited Sermons on Suicide, and
Children of Jonah: Personal Stories by Survivors of
Suicide Attempts. He has preached and lectured in
20 states and has been a consultant for statements
on suicide by four denominations.
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Activities Available at This
One Day Conference Include:

Keynote presentations by nationally known
leaders in the field of suicide prevention

Breakout Sessions
Gatekeeper Training

Screening and discussion of the
documentary Fierce Goodbye
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Suicide Prevention Week Poster Contest

Book Signing with Iris Bolton,
James Clemons and winning poster artist

More information on Page 3

S | aurie Davidson

Y Laurie Davidson coordinates cam-
| pus programs at the Suicide Preven-
= tion Resource Center (SPRC),

== funded by the Substance Abuse and
i Mental Health Services Administra-
tion of the U.S. Department of
Health and Human Services. SPRC
is located at Education Development Center, Inc.
(EDC), an international nonprofit research and develop-
ment organization serving clients in health care, social
services, education, justice, and public and mental

health at the community, local, state, national, and in-
ternational levels.

Clark Flatt

Mr. Flatt is the President/CEO of The
Jason Foundation, Inc. (JFI), which
was founded in October 1997 after
the death of his youngest son, Ja-
son. JFI 6s mi ssi
mation, tools and resources to stu-
dents, educators/youth workers and
parents that will enable early detec-
tion of at-risk behavior and guide them to local re-
sources. Mr. Flatt has expanded JFI to include over 70
affiliate offices, including JFI at Heartland Behavioral
Health Services in Nevada, MO, in addition to the cor-
porate office located in Hendersonville, TN.
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8:008 9:00 Conference Check -in
Continental Breakfast:  Danish, bagels, donuts, coffee, and juice

9:000 9:15 [Welcome and Opening Remarks: Keith Schafer, Ed.D., Director, Department of Mental Health

9:1506 10:15 | General Session: Suicide Prevention: A Sharing of Healing and Hope, Iris Bolton

10:156 10:45 | Morning Break & Networking Opportunity:

Explore Resource Tables

Book signing with Iris Bolton and James Clemons (Books will be available for purchase on site)
Exhibit of DYS Poster Contest Entries (Vote for your favorite!)

10:456 12:00 A. Beyond the B. Creating Caring C. Suicide in Children D. QPR
Mission Communities & Adolescents Kathleen Welton
Madeline Swann, Lesley Levin Laine Young-Walker, M.D. Anamika Pandya
Ph.D.
12:008 12:45 Lunch: Oven-roasted chicken breast basted w/ fresh herbs & seasonings, wild rice, salad,

vegetable, dinner roll, coffee and tea.

12:458 1:30 | General Session: The Role of Faith in Suicide Prevention, James Clemons, Ph.D.

1:308 1:45 Break
1:458 3:00 E. Technology F. Fierce Goodbye G. Understanding and H. safeTALK
as a Risk Film & Discussion Responding to Suicide in
Factor for Youth James T. Clemons Our Communities Super Session
Kristina Kersting Ronda Reitz, Ph.D.
. ) . . . ) 1:30 pmd 4:00 pm
3:008 3:15 Refreshment Break: Cookies, brownies; coffee, iced tea, soft drinks

David Slinkard

3:158 4:.00 | General Session: Jennifer Siervo

Bridging Research and Practice in Suicide Prevention, Laurie Davidson,
Suicide Prevention Resource Center (SPRC)

Presentation of awards for DYS Suicide Prevention Week Poster Contest
Individual Q&A with Presenters, Exhibitors, and Winning Poster Artist
(Autographed posters and books will be available)

(limited seating)

4:000 5:00 |Closing General Session:  Youth Suicide: The Silent Epidemic
Clark Flatt, President/CEO, The Jason Foundation

Conference Location and Lodging:

The conference will be held at the Truman Hotel & Conference Center,
1510 Jefferson St, Jefferson City . A limited number of rooms at the
reduced rate of $55.00 per night are available through June 30, 2008.
Make hotel reservations by calling toll free: 800-392-0202 &
mention the Rate Code: DMH7

Questions?

Please call 573-526-3065 or email sara.robbins@dmh.mo.gov for
guestions or concerns, including dietary, lodging, and other information
related to the conference. On the web:
http://www.dmh.mo.gov/cps/issues/suicide/conference/2008/index.htm




